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THE EVOLVING CONTEXT

• Rising instrumentalization of science associated with interdisciplinarity and “science in 
crisis”

• Rising big corporate actors

• Rising Asia / changing world order - with opportunities and challenges for SSH

Globally

• Evolving European integration as a “search” process

• Politics in Europe – Russia, nationalisms, anti-others sentiments, information wars… 

• European Research funding as a growing part of international cooperation and 
coordination efforts

EU level 

• Social Sciences and Humanities are differentiated parts of most national research systems 
with widely varying degrees of instrumentalization (e.g. science for policy) – whether this is 
changing as part of a “Europeanization Process” is an open research question. 

Nationally 
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PHASES IN THE HISTORY OF THE EU R&I POLICY

Pre-history (1952-
1973)

• Technical Support to 
ECSC and CAP

• The Joint Nuclear 
Research Centre

Early years (1970-
1986)

• Europe +30 - FAST

• Support  to Science

• Participation in ESF

• Definition of European 
programmes

Adolescence 
(1982-2013)

• FP1-FP7

• Member States and 
Stakeholders

• European Added Value 
resting on additionality 

Coming of age 
(2013-…)

• More concern for 
citizens

• Less worry about 
overlaps and more 
synergy  with MS 
agendas 
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THE 3 FACES OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES IN EU R&D

Instrument

•SSH as  support to policy:

•scientific credibility for policy 
assumptions

•provider of “data” the 
administration needs

Cultural pursuit

•“basic science” and general 
education and colture

Sphere of politics

•SSH as  moral and analytical 
support to the European project

•SSH as a sphere of European 
integration
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THE THREE FACES OF SSH IN THE HISTORY OF EU R&I

H2020 proposal from the Commission 
involved no SSH related challenge – 

the Council introduced “Challenge 6: 
Europe in a changing world - Inclusive, 

innovative and reflective societies” 

HE “Cluster 2: Culture, Creativity and 
Inclusive Society

Both “Challenge 6” and “Cluster 2” are 
strongly linked to the Digital Transition 
agenda and through that to the other 

EU pursuits.

Coming of age… 

FP1 / FP2 “support to EU R&I

FP3 /no programme

FP4 “Targeted Socioeconomic 
Research” (R&I, regional and  

education policy

FP5 “Key action on socio-
economic research”

FP6 “citizens and governance in 
a knowledge-based society”

FP7 “Socio-economic sciences 
and Humanities”

Adolescence

Strong shaping of 
policy agenda and 

programmes

Europe +30

Science 
stimulation 

Early Years

instrumental 
.

Pre-history
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THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE 

Scenarios for the 
future FP

Incremental:  

as is 

with more joint 
undertakings in 
the challenges 

part

(not so) Radical: 
“Science”, 

“Innovation”, 
“Policy support”

Radical dilution 
of the policy: e.g. 

an innovation 
fund entrusted 

to a bank 

is the FP fit for 
purpose?

To support the 
solution of 

problems in 
society – 

through industry 
or policy

To support 
industrial 

competitiveness  
- do subsidies 

work? 

To achieve 
societal 

missions? 

the 
challenge 
for SSH

To unify its three 
“faces” 

To become the 
means of 

reaching the 
purpose
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nikos.openc@gmail.com

Thank you very 

much for your 

attention! 

mailto:nikos.openc@gmail.com

	Lysbilde 1: Social sciences and humanities in 70 years  of EU R&D funding
	Lysbilde 2: The evolving context
	Lysbilde 3: PHASES in the History of the EU R&I Policy
	Lysbilde 4: The 3 faces of Social Sciences and Humanities in EU R&D
	Lysbilde 5: The three faces of SSH in tHE History of EU R&I
	Lysbilde 6
	Lysbilde 7: Thinking about The future 
	Lysbilde 8

